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Jayant Sinha's journey from IIT to Harvard to 

Modi's ministry 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iit-jayant-sinha-narendra-modi-harvard/1/399918.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He went to IIT Delhi and came out with flying colours, and from there he went to the Harvard Business school 

to enter the corporate world. 

Today, Jayant Sinha, son of BJP veteran and former Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha, is a member of the 

Narendra Modi's Council of Ministers. 

51-year-old Jayant, an investment fund manager and management consultant so far, was elected to the Lok 

Sabha in May this year from Hazaribagh in Jharkhand, a seat once represented by Sinha senior. He has been 

associated with the corporate world for nearly 25 years before he entered Parliament as a first-time MP. 

Since becoming an MP, Jayant has also been a member of three parliamentary committees - Public Accounts 

Committee, Standing Committee on Finance and Committee on Subordinate Legislation. 

He had been a partner and managing director, Omidyar Network India Advisors. He was once a partner at 

McKinsey and Co and Managing Director, Courage Capital Management. 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iit-jayant-sinha-narendra-modi-harvard/1/399918.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/people/narendra-modi/17737.html
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He did his MBA with distinction from Harvard Business School and MS in Energy Management and Policy, 

University of Pennsylvania and BTech with Distinction from IIT, Delhi. 

An avid tennis player, he is married to Punita Kumar-Sinha, an investment manager and former Senior 

Managing Director at The Blackstone Group. 

Jayant has been active in Hazaribagh, assisting his father's election campaigns since 1998. He has also worked 

on a variety of projects in Hazaribagh and Ramgarh districts such as fostering self-help groups, distributing 

solar lanterns, improving drinking water quality, and getting village roads built. 

Besides campaigning for his father, Jayant has worked with party veteran Murli Manohar Joshi and Arun 

Shourie on the BJP's manifesto during the 2009 Lok Sabha elections. 

IIT-Kharagpur team in 'Nobel for students' race 

Sujoy Khanra,TNN | Nov 9, 2014, 12.00 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-Kharagpur-team-in-Nobel-for-students-

race/articleshow/45083551.cms?  

KHARAGPUR: The IIT campus here was agog with excitement on Saturday as 53 teams competed with each other in 

pursuit of social change. They were vying for the Hult Prize, dubbed the 'Nobel Prize for students' by Nobel laureate Md 

Yunus. 

 

The competition began at 11.30am at the Rajiv Gandhi School of Intellectual Property Law with three to five members in 

each team. After slogging through the day with their respective projects on 'childhood education in slums', Veditum, 

comprising 3rd to 5th-year-students, was declared the winner among 18 shortlisted teams. 

 

They now have the opportunity of turning their ideas into reality with $1 million in seed funding. 

 

The fact that technocrats also make the most successful social entrepreneurs was formally acknowledged by Md Yunus 

when he created the Hult Prize, the world's largest student movement for social impact in partnership with former US 

president Bill Clinton and the Clinton Foundation, four years ago. "If you can create a real business, the beginning of a 

prototype, you can change the world," Yunus had said. 

 

Kartik Pal, one of the student-organizers, said, "The Hult Prize Foundation is an accelerator for budding social 

entrepreneurs emerging from universities. It is dedicated to the world's next wave of social entrepreneurs," he said, 

while coordinating with judges Arnab Chakraborty, founder, International Business Facilitators, Samaresh Shah, founder, 

White Canvas, and Debashish Basu, partner and advisory leader, Enterprise Intelligence Analytics. 

 

Chakraborty told TOI, "Corporate social responsibility should be made compulsory for all, and Section 135 of the 

Companies Act should be amended accordingly." 

 

IIT Kharagpur is the only IIT, and among the only four Indian institutions and 75 finest academic institutions chosen 

worldwide, to host this event. The winners at each of these institutions will go to the semi-finals in one of these six cities 

— Shanghai, Boston, San Francisco, London, Dubai and Sau Paulo. 

 

Last year's Hult winners were students from Indian School of Business, Hyderabad, with the idea of 'Nano-Health 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Sujoy-Khanra.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-Kharagpur-team-in-Nobel-for-students-race/articleshow/45083551.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-Kharagpur-team-in-Nobel-for-students-race/articleshow/45083551.cms
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Initiative', addressing the issue of chronic diseases faced by slum-dwellers with a service cost of Rs 90 per person. 

 

Veditum will advance to the semi-finals at BITS, Pilani. The winning team will get a chance to be mentored by brand 

ambassador of Hult Prize at IIT-Kgp, IIT-Kgp alumnus and principal architect and director of Total Environment, Kamal 

Sagar. 

NIT BHOPAL TOLD TO SCRAP 20 ROMOTIONS  

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

BHOPAL: The Union human resource development ( HRD) ministry served a notice to Maulana Azad National 

Institute of Technology (MANIT) to revert the promotions of about 20 professors and associate professors who 

were ‘unlawfully’ promoted last year.  

According to sources, MANIT director Appu Kuttan had given promotions to assistant professors as associate 

professors and associate professors to professors by relaxing rules. After the promotions, some associate 

professors raised objections.  

“We have received the notice from HRD ministry... the ministry was misled as registrar gave wrong 

information to it. But, we will form a committee and the committee will take decision on it after checking all the 

facts”, he said.  

He denied giving the promotions out of turn.  
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IIT-Indore tops in quality research among new 

IITs 
— By Our Staff Reporter  | Nov 10, 2014 12:52 am  

http://freepressjournal.in/iit-indore-tops-in-quality-research-among-new-iits/  

Indore : The Indian Institute of Technology Indore has taken the lead among the eight new IITs in quality of 

research. 

Abstracting and indexing database Scopus has rated IIT Indore as the top amongst the new elite institutes 

followed by seven IITs of Ropar, Patna, Bhubaneswar, Hyderabad, Gandhinagar and Jodhpur. 

Equipped with strong research facilities, IIT Indore climbed up two positions from its last year’s ranking and 

bagged the top slot while IIT Hyderabad which shared top position along with IIT Ropar last year slipped four 

notches down. Ropar stood second this year. Bhubaneswar which was on seventh position last year rose up to 

fourth position this year while Jodhpur slipped two positions down and hit the bottom of the rankings. Patna 

which was on second position last year climbed down by one notch. 

According to information, Scopus h-index not only rated IIT Indore as top institute among the new IITs on 

maximum number research publications but also on quality of research. 

This elite institute promotes young teacher and PhD scholars to publish research papers in reputed journals and 

pushes for inter-disciplinary research. It is also increasing the number of PhD students every year. 

To promote students in research and to encourage them for innovation, IIT Indore launched a new scheme this 

year: Promotion of Research and Innovation for Undergraduate Students (PRIUS). “The scheme is supporting 

students in research laboratories, in international collaborative research projects and is encouraging projects 

leading to innovation,” says Dr Abhinav Kranti, Dean, Research and Development, IIT Indore. 

Students are involved in several inter-disciplinary research projects such as in-house development of an all 

purpose terrain climbing vehicle, processing of line emission obtained through the first radio telescope installed 

at the IIT Indore, iris liveness detection with portable devices, unified communication systems for the institute 

and dynamic modeling and control of three degrees of freedom of planar parallel robotic motion platform. 

The outstanding research work of students and faculty members is being recognised through several prestigious 

awards. Last year, IIT Indore secured 14 externally sponsored research projects with funding of around Rs 40 

million. The ongoing research projects have resulted in over 100 publications in international journals. The 

institute believes that the PRIUS would further enhance research activities. 

In line with the vision of fostering longer term research partnerships with research organisations, the IIT Indore 

also has initiated strategic partnership with INSTITUT Mines-Telecom (France), which has been fruitful in 

terms of student exchanges and collaborative research work. 

IIT Indore has further consolidates its engagement with Military College of Telecommunication Engineering by 

signing a MOU for providing a tactical radio on local area network using software defined radio under the aegis 

of Army Technology Board. Keeping the multi-disciplinary spirit of work and integrated approach to problem 

solving, the Central Workshop at IIT Indore played a key role in facilitating research activity with the institute. 

The Sophisticated Instrumentation Centre at IIT Indore is serving several academic and industrial organisations 

with India and abroad. 

http://freepressjournal.in/iit-indore-tops-in-quality-research-among-new-iits/
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IIT Indore is also actively involved in major international projects like a Large Ion Collider Experiment 

(ALICE) at CERN, Geneva, and Anti Proton Annihilation at Darmstadt (PANDA), Germany. Kranti says: “IIT 

Indore envisages the process of convergence of disciplines as the key to accomplish the previously 

unimaginable. With this foresight, the institute has been promoting multi-disciplinary research programme, 

focusing on basic and applied research, technology development and innovation. It is this vision that has 

enabled us to do well in all spheres of science, engineering and humanities and social sciences.” 

IIT के वैज्ञानिकों को पता है चाांद पर पािी का राज 

http://www.dehradun.amarujala.com/feature/city-hulchul-dun/water-on-moon-hindi-news/ 

आईआईटी रुड़की के वजै्ञानिकों िे इसरो के प्रोजेक्ट पर शोध करत ेहुए चाांद की सतह पर िमी के रूप में पािी के चचह्ि होिे की पषु्टट 

कर ली है। 
 

अब वर्षों पवूव चाांद पर उल्कापप ांडों के चिरिे से बिे के्रटर (िड्ढों) में पािी की तलाश की जा रही है। यह खोज आिामी चांद्रयाि ममशि के 

तहत ऐसी जिहों पर आब्जरवेटरी स्थापपत करिे में मददिार साबबत होिी। 
 

भारतीय अांतररक्ष अिसुांधाि सांिठि (इसरो) िे चाांद पर अक्टूबर, 2008 में मािव रहहत चांद्रयाि-1 भेजा था जो वहाां 30 अिस्त 2009 

तक सक्रक्रय रहा। 
 

चाांद पर भेज ेिए िए इस याि का मकसद वहाां पािी की तलाश करिा था और अब आईआईटी रुड़की के वजै्ञानिक पीके ििव, आरडी ििव 
एवां दीपक मस ांह भी इसरो की ओर से हदए िए चांद्रयाि-1 िामक प्रोजेक्ट के तहत इसी खोज में जुटे हैं। 

 

पहल ेचरण में वजै्ञानिक रूप से यह साबबत कर मलया िया है क्रक चाांद पर पािी के चचह्ि मौजूद है। अब उि िड्ढों में पािी तलाश की जा 
रही है जो िड्ढे वर्षों पर चाांद की सतह पर उल्कापप ांडों के चिरिे के कारण बिे है। 
 

वजै्ञानिकों की यह खोज इसरो के चांद्रयाि से ममली इमेज का पवश्लेर्षण के आधार पर हो रही है। पािी की यह खोज आिामी चांद्रयाि 

ममशि के तहत चाांद पर आब्जरवेटरी स्थापपत करिे में अहम कड़ी साबबत होिी। 
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Navi Mumbai to house largest solar panel installation 
on dam  

 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/navi-mumbai-to-house-largest-solar-panel-installation-
on-dam/articleshow/45093411.cms 

NEW DELHI: The Morbe dam on Dhavari River in Navi Mumbai is going to house something unique: a solar panel 
installation big enough to generate 20 megawatt of power.  
 
A three-year-old company that is carrying out the Rs 162 crore project claims the installation to be the largest in the 
world on a dam barrier, and the first in India. India already has several solar power installations on top of canals, the 
biggest being an underconstruction 10 MW project on a Narmada canal in Gujarat, but none on a sloping wall. To make 
matters complicated, the Morbe gravity dam has an earthen slope, said Rahul Gupta, an IIT-Roorkee alumnus and 
founder of Rays Power Experts, which got the contract from the Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation.  

"The other side of the wall will have a huge amount of water, so the construction has to be done in a way that it doesn't 
puncture the wall," said the 27-year-old. "It also needs to be made sure that future maintenance is easy and the solar 
panels are not spoilt by salty water." The project is scheduled to be completed by the end of March next year.  

"The safety of the three-kilometer-long dam is our topmost priority, but as a skilled team of 125 young engineers from 
IITs and NITs, we are looking for newer technical challenges," Gupta said. Solar panels will cover the entire stretch of the 
dam barrier. Gupta's first assignment was in 2010, the year he graduated. He helped an investor set up a 1 MW facility in 
his home state of Rajasthan, in his pursuit to make money to set up his own plant one day.  

The following years saw Rajasthan becoming the centre of the proliferation of the solar power industry, with increasing 
focus of the government and private sector on clean energy. Rajasthan now has the second most installed solar capacity 
in the country — according to Bridge to India, a market intelligence and consultancy firm, the state had 679 MW of solar 
power capacity at the end of May this year, compared with leader Gujarat's 859 MW.  

Gupta was one of those who benefited, and he founded Rays Power Experts in 2011. At the end of this September, the 
company had an order book of Rs 500 crore, and Gupta expects it to double to Rs 1,000 crore by March.  

The company has orders to install 65 megawatt and is also planning to expand its own power generation capacity — it 
has a 3 MW facility at Gajner in Rajasthan. According to Gupta, bagging big projects in one go is not what he is looking 
for. "My aim is to make every individual capable to set up his own solar power project and have his own energy to use."  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/navi-mumbai-to-house-largest-solar-panel-installation-on-dam/articleshow/45093411.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/power/navi-mumbai-to-house-largest-solar-panel-installation-on-dam/articleshow/45093411.cms

